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Bandits return to Hickory Motor Speedway August 11th
Veteran Rude looks for another win at the World’s Most Famous Short Track
(Newton, NC July 2018) – Ricky Rude has had success at Hickory Motor Speedway
before. Now he’s hoping to extend his points lead when the Minimizer Bandit Big
Rig Series returns to Hickory Saturday, August 11th.
The Bandits were supposed to run on the World’s Most Famous Short Track back in
April, but Mother Nature had other ideas.
“This is going to be an awesome event,” Bandit General Manager Jason Johnson said.
“The fans at Hickory are some of the absolute best, and I expect the Bandits will put
on a heck of a show for them!”
Rude (#14) sits atop the standings, but several Bandits are close behind, including
Mark Noble (#74), Tyler Kruckeberg (#54) and Allen Boles (#3).
Rude’s #14 truck stole the checkered flag at Hickory last October, giving Rude a
huge win on his way to the first-ever Bandit points title.
Will history repeat itself in 2018?
“I’m feeling good right now,” Rude said. “I’ve got a truck that’s in good shape, so
we’ll see what happens.”
Fans have sold out Hickory Motor Speedway the last couple times the Bandits have
come calling. Organizers expect more of the same this time around.
“North Carolina fans love their big rig racing and we love coming to Hickory Motor
Speedway,” Johnson said. “It never hurts to have some local favorites with you!”
Jupiter Motorsports is located in Weaverville, North Carolina, approximately 90
miles from the World’s Most Famous Short Track. Jupiter Bandits include Boles,
Justin Ball (#17) and Marshall Davis (#41).
Rude and Darren Proffitt (#27) also hail from Weaverville.

In addition to the Bandit races, fans can expect several other activities that day,
including a Bandit Party in the pits.
“We’ll have a DJ and live music, but it’s limited to a certain number of tickets, so fans
will want to purchase a Pit Party Pass as soon as possible,” Johnson said.
There will also be bounce houses for the kids, several vendors on hand, as well as
the Minimizer Fan Series Truck Show.
Fans can purchase tickets online, as well as register their truck for the Fan Series
Truck Show.
About Bandit Big Rig Series
The Bandit Big Rig Series returns big rig tractor truck racing to the short track in the
United States. The series was designed to be affordable and accessible for anyone
wishing to put together a race team.
For additional information, please contact Jason Johnson at (507) 676-1987, or
email jason@banditseries.com.
About Minimizer
Leveraging more than 30 years of manufacturing expertise at its state-of-the-art
facility in Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, Minimizer is not only the leader in poly semi
truck fenders - we invented the category. Minimizer poly fenders and integrated
bracket kits are nearly indestructible and are guaranteed for life.
Our research and development team constantly “tests and tortures” each of our
products to make sure what goes on, in or is used to fix the truck meets the rigors of
our tough industry.
We also manufacture industry-leading light kits, mud flaps, tool boxes, tire masking
kits, work benches and other accessories. Our most recent innovations include the
world’s ONLY custom molded floor mats for semi trucks, as well as the
revolutionary “whole body health” Minimizer Truck Seat System.
Minimizer has been family owned and operated for three generations. The company
manufactures its products in the USA and makes everything tough enough to please
tough people in a tough industry.

