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Ricky Rude holds off rest of Bandit posse at Concord Speedway
(Concord, NC May 2018) – Defending Bandit Series champion Ricky Rude (#14) is
doing everything he can to ensure back-to-back titles.
Rude took the lead on lap six of the a-main feature race at Concord Speedway
Saturday night and never looked back, securing his first feature win of the 2018
season.
“I’m just tickled to death to get back in this spot,” Rude said. “I kept telling my
spotter, ‘Tell me how many laps are left. I gotta get this done!’”
Multiple yellow flags didn’t help Rude’s cause, but he wasn’t too worried.
“I knew the yellow flags would come out. It never fails, but I’m used to it,” Rude said.
Two other Bandits that had themselves a night – Mark Noble (#74) and Justin Ball
(#17).
Noble won the third heat race and first challenge race, narrowly holding off Rude
each time. Ball won the second challenge race as well as the Bandit Shoot Out.
Ball’s Shoot Out win netted a local youngster, James, a crisp $100 bill, which he said
he would use to “probably take my mom out for Mother’s Day.”
Kruckeberg Motorsports had one of their best nights ever. Not only did Noble pick
up two wins, but Tyler (#54) and Craig Kruckeberg (#55) finished second and third
in the a-main feature race.
“I was just following (my son) Tyler. He got loose a couple times so I had to get
loose a couple times,” Craig said.
“It was a struggle at the end,” Tyler said. “Ricky just had a little more power than
me, so he was pulling away on the straightaways and I was trying to make it up in
the corners. I just couldn’t get to him fast enough. Hopefully, next race I’ll have a
little bit more power.”

The next Minimizer Bandit Big Rig Series event has a midwestern flair. Hawkeye
Downs Speedway in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is one of only a couple return tracks on the
2018 schedule.
“Last year’s event was fantastic,” Bandit Technical Director Brian Madsen said.
“Fans loved it and we expect a similar response next month.”
The Bandits race at Hawkeye Downs on Saturday, June 9th.
Fans can get tickets to any Bandit event in 2018 by going to the official Bandit
website.
About Bandit Big Rig Series
The Bandit Big Rig Series returns big rig tractor truck racing to the short track in the
United States. The series was designed to be affordable and accessible for anyone
wishing to put together a race team.
For additional information, please contact Jason Johnson at (507) 676-1987, or
email jason@banditseries.com.

About Minimizer
Leveraging more than 30 years of manufacturing expertise at its state-of-the-art
facility in Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, Minimizer is not only the leader in poly semi
truck fenders - we invented the category. Minimizer poly fenders and integrated
bracket kits are nearly indestructible and are guaranteed for life.
Our research and development team constantly “tests and tortures” each of our
products to make sure what goes on, in or is used to fix the truck meets the rigors of
our tough industry.
We also manufacture industry-leading light kits, mud flaps, tool boxes, tire masking
kits, work benches and other accessories. Our most recent innovations include the
world’s ONLY custom molded floor mats for semi trucks, as well as the
revolutionary “whole body health” Minimizer Truck Seat System.
Minimizer has been family owned and operated for three generations. The company
manufactures its products in the USA and makes everything tough enough to please
tough people in a tough industry.

